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UNOLS - OVERVIEW

Chartered in 1972, consortium of 62 academic institutions + national laboratories 
involved in oceanographic research.

Coordinates ship schedules and research facilities -
• 23 academic ships in 5 classes (global->local) at 18 institutions

plus 1 NOAA ship and 3 USCG icebreakers
• 3 CIRPAS aircraft
• 3 NSDF submersibles

Office currently at MLML (Moss Landing, CA).  Council Chair Marsha McNutt, 
Executive Secretary Mike Prince.



UNOLS - DATA COMMITTEE

Ad Hoc Committee chartered by Council, March 2007.

Charge:  “Report to the Council on current community-wide best practices 
in data and metadata capture when collecting data at sea.”

Term:  1 year.

Members:      
Arko, Robert LDEO  (Co-Chair)
Case, Jim UNH
Chandler, Cyndy WHOI
Chapman, Piers TAMU
Fanning, Bill URI
Forcucci, David USCG
Graybeal, John MBARI
Johnson, H. Paul UW
Measures, Chris UH
Mendelssohn, Roy NOAA
Miller, Steve SIO   (Co-Chair)
Smith, Shawn FSU



DATA COMMITTEE - OPERATION

E-mail list

Web portal     data.unols.org

Telecons

Meetings of opportunity



DATA COMMITTEE - CALENDAR

09/05 - launch Web portal

09/28 - kickoff telecon - introductions, survey, review charter and scope

10/11 - report to Council

11/06 - report to RVTEC

12/12 - Fall AGU meeting



DATA COMMITTEE - INITIAL ACTIVITIES

1. Refine our charter. 
“Report on best practices for data and metadata capture at sea 
and make recommendations for improvements”.

Approach: broadly top-down, not detailed bottom-up.

2. Define our audience - the UNOLS community.
• Platform operators
• Data producers (both acquisition and processing)
• Data managers
• End users (researchers, students,…)

3. Survey of priorities.



DATA COMMITTEE - SURVEY

Top issues:
• Shipboard metadata creation
• Shipboard data quality control
• Shoreside quality control

Mid-level issues:
• Dissemination to repositories
• Shipboard archiving and copying
• Shipboard data access
• Shoreside data access

Other issues:
• Data transport to shore
• Foreign clearance requirements
• Dissemination to scientists


